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Presidential Musings

Hello Friends,Fall is uponus onceagainin New England. Summerwaslatein arrival
thisyear,but, in recompensehefine summermweatheraslingeredinto theFall. Asyou
know our annualmeetingwas held on August3rd andit wasquite a success! The first
orderof businesavaselectionsfor the Boardof Directors. Thefollowing personswvere
nominatedor office andwith consenbf the bodywereapprovedoy a unanimous/oice
vote: PresidentDavid Putham, Vice President/SecretaryReneeSeiders,Treasurer -
Deirdre Putnam, Directors-Dale Gunn and Ruth Riopell. | am looking forward to
working with everyoneaswe look forwardto theyear2020,which s the bicentenniabf
Ma i ns&at@rood.

The next order of businesswas especiallyimportant to [
everyone. On behalfof the entire OBBFHA, | washonored
to presenplaquesof appreciatiorto Pat Kriso, Becky Boyd
and Carol Thompson. Thesewonderful ladies are also
sistersandtogetherthey payfor the printing anddistribution
of our newsletter. In addtion, Pateditsour newsletter. Pat
andherhusbandvitch, andBecky andher husbandob flew in from Californiafor the
meeting. | ¢ a rsdyénoughaboutthe generosityandhardwork theseladiesput forward
for our group!

In additionto memberdrom aroundNew England therewereseveraimemberdrom
far andwide thatattendedheannualmeeting. David Wallace camefrom Texas,Tracie
Gross Ott and her husbandDoug Ott camefrom the Stateof Washington,Susanand

GeorgeRaymond from Virginia acompaniedoy S u s amotbes,Jane Lufkin of Massachusettsl hopethey
all enjoyedtheir visit asmuchaswe enjoyedseeingthem!

Our featuredspeakemwasAssociateProfessorMicah Pawling of the University of Maine.His
presentationwas entitled: Wabanaki Homeland: Waterscapes, Water Connection _and
Waldoboro. ProfessorPawlingspokeaboutthe history of the Wabanakitribesin Maine and
their conceptualizationand use of Ma i nwafesvays. The presentationwas enjoyed by
everyoneincludingProfessoPawlingwhowaspleasedndexcitedby the quality of andquantity
of questionandcommentshereceived.

MemberJean Lawrence, who is alsoPresidenbf the WaldoboroughHistorical Scciety, alwaysbringsus an

interestingartifact from the museumto be shownto the members. Aproposof thed a ytapis, shebroughtin
someancientNative Americanstonearrowheadsndtoolsthathadbeenrecoveredy alocal boy, buriedin the
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banksof the MedomakRiver in the areathatis now the public landing. After lunch,the membershigenjoyed
socializingandexchangingnformationwith eachother. After the meeting,Jeanwasgraciousenoughto open
theWaldoborouglHistorical SocietyMuseumfor a privatetour by our members.ThanksJean!

| would like to thankthe following memberdor their donationsof the funds,food andlaborthat madeour
annualmeetinga success:Janet Feyler, Ruth Riopell, ReneeSeiders,Dale Gunn, Jean Lawrence, and the
descendantf Blasiusand SedonaWelt.

TAGGING -19th CENTURY STYLE - As aformerpoliceofficer | canspeakauthoritativelyaboutthe scourge
of graffiti taggingthatdevelopediuringthel 9 8 Olrdusban,suburbanandsomerural areast is hardto find a
blankwall or fencein any public placethathasnot beenmarkedup by somegangbangeror aspiringVan Gogh.
Recently,| learnedthatone of my ancestorsvaspracticingthis form of expressionn thel 8 8 0l &teppedby
theOld GermanMeetingHouseon my way throughWaldobororecentlyto searchoutsomegravestonesDeirdre
andl havebeenin the meetinghousemanytimes,but sinceit wasopenthatday we decidedto go in andlook
around. | wentupthestairsto seethe choirloft andstoppedo look atthenamesandmessagethatyoung people
hadleft in pencilon the white-washedwalls at the top of the stairs. Many of the messageshowdatesfrom the
19thcentury. | haveseenthesemessagemanytimes,but todayDelrdrebroughtmy attentlonto onel hadnot
noticedbefore. Written quiteclearlyin pencilwasthenameH H Welt. O A5
Tomyknowledgeherew a s angonewith thoseinitials andlastname ||, |

exceptmy greatgrandfathetHerman Herbert Welt! Sincehe left | -:;v(f,ftﬁ;.f \‘4'. %“', ,q e
Waldoborofor Lynn Massachusettaround1890, the messagenust |/ ;'" 4 Z' r" vsqz

s
have precated his departure. | ¢ a rsdyif | am more pleasedthan | bR R0, (B ‘,‘;\ 1ok
embarrassedjut at leastl know he wentto churchandmaybeeven [ = ¢ a4 CORE L e B

L

sangin thechoir!
Member Notes: MemberAnette Ruppel Rodrigues,aninstructorin the GermanLanguagetthe University of
Maine wasinvitedto speakatthe StocktonSpringsHistorical Societyon August4th. Anettespokeonthehistory
of Fort Georgein Castineandthe Germanregimentghatwerestationedat thefort duringthe AmericanWar for
IndependenceAnettehasspokento our groupon two occasionandwaswell receivedbothtimes.

| receiveda note from memberRandy Welfare of North Carolina. Randy commentedon the ongoing
controversysurroundingDavidD e a r b 2018anéng lectureaboutthe Moravians. Randycommentedhatthe
areassettledby the Moraviansin North Carolina(Bethabia Bethany,Salem,FriedburgandFriedland)werein
Forsyth County, not Guilford County, and thesesettlementsvere not large enoughto supportthe numberof
Moraviansimmigrantsstaedby Mr. Dearborn. Thanksfor yourinput Randy!

THE BATH INDEPENDENT, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1925 OLD BIRCH BARK CANOE
OLD BIRCH BARK CANOE FOUND AT WALDOBORO wm“,'_'f f an__mmw
Craft May be Placed in the State Museum at Augusta for Preservation | ’““.i"'pf.'.‘.:‘,..‘.:""‘

An old birch bark canoe believed to have been made by the Indians over 40 years ag¢: N
be one of the oldest, if not the only one in the state, has just been found in Waldobg:
steps are now being taken to have it bought by the state and presehee8tate Capitol ai;;
Augusta.

The canoe which was found in the workshop of the old shipyard of Augustus Welt {;
Reed Welt Co., is in good condition and is made from two pieces of very heavy birch|-
The old handmade paddle was found in it. It was found tucked away on the inethen top
of the shop where it had evidently been put many years ago after it had been paddled:.:::
river by the Indianslt is now on exhibition at a Rockland store. Efforts are now underway
to ascertain the approximate age of the canoe. AccordidgSoCray of the Old Town Canoe Co., ho blvank
canoes have been made in the state for over 25 years and the model of the one in question indicates that i
not among the last ones matid¢ewspaperArchive" at Raymond H. Fogler Library, Universitilaine at Orono
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Massachusetts State Archives Collection Online
Tracie Gross Otti Part |

In July of 2019, | had the opportunity of visititlge New England Historical Genealogical Society (NEHGS) for research
assistance from David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist, who showed melBi®AST FINDERIog article,

i MassachArahive(1629 799) Col l ecti ons Now Availabl e Onli
(https://thepastfinder.wordpress.com/2017/10/19/massachaséhisescollection162931799now-available

online).

This new findexhilarates miel hit the New England family historian jackpad will share several ways of
finding and reading this gold mine of archival records, many never published before.

The Massachusetts State Archives Collection (MSAC) provide access togyrdagiiized images of the original
ancientstyle script records with the freedom to discover all the details contained within those records; not a
paraphrased, interpreted version referenced in the books about Broad Bay.

With that thought in mind, | reatirough several books that discuss German emigrants, Broad Bay specific,
with the intention of not repeatingcord transcriptions already published. My goal is to excite readers with
rare, never published transcriptions and the instructions to find #egmaative to their topic of interest. From
those books, find authorsBurkett! and Whitaker & Horlach@reference less than a handful of MSAC records.
Stahft el | s the story of our anc e sasabstantial amounferiginaby t r a
records from the MSAC with heavy emphasis on volume 15A, Emigrants.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: MASSACHUSETTS STATE ARCHIVE SCOLLECTION (MSAC)

Therecordsarefibound into 328 numbered scrapbook voluosasangedooselyby topig originally organized

by Rev. Joseph Feltinthe 1836sT he | ast third of the collection (
uses a similar organizational formiticrofilm (filmed by theGenealogy Society of Salt Lake GityT, 2002

2009¥ fimust be used for most of the volumes for reseaeh T hraets af & latér date prove more legible

than the original early documents. Collections time periods inclCiolenial (16291686) Inter-Charter (1686

1692) Provincial (16921774) Revolutionary (1778.780) andEarly Statehoodestablishing the

Commonwalth of Massachusetts) 7180-1799)°

The MSACwebsite ncl udes a vast dhe&asterh Laods papdRDFy[clickdotrdad n . i
document the settlement of public lands in the District of Maine and its separation from Massachusetts as a s
in 1820. Included are legal, survey, and financial records of the General Court, legislative commissions, and 1
LandOf f ifce. 0

Only 18 of the 328 volumes make up gearchableMSAC database. Results are in the form of descriptive

abstracts, not the full records. To read descriptions for the complete collection, scroll down to the bottom of tf

page and click omolumedescriptiongor full narrative [partial narrative oRamilySearch.orfy

(http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcsrch/RevolutionarySearchContecisEarhple®f Search

A Volume 6:Colonial, 17241775:Records detailing interactions between the Province of Massachusetts Bay
and other British territoriedew York, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Canada; 1723
1775;Maine, 17301740; 17511764.

A Volume 9:Domestic Relations, 1643774:Divorce and abandonment records; materials concerning
slaves, apprentices and family relations.

A Volume 157:Maritime Mi scellaneous, 1771782: Maritime records relate primarily to prizes taken by
Massachusetts privateers (177783);miscellaneous records from the Provincial Congresses and the
General Court concern supplies for the military and truck house provisions.
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https://thepastfinder.wordpress.com/2017/10/19/massachusetts-archives-collection-1629-1799-now-available-online/
https://thepastfinder.wordpress.com/2017/10/19/massachusetts-archives-collection-1629-1799-now-available-online/
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcsrch/RevolutionarySearchContects.html

TO SEARCH THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE ARCHIVES COLLECTION (MSAC)

Searchy one or all to find wh-downbawsélectPetsana kame, tpcatiomw, r
subject, volume, dates. In this cas®und records by usingocation Select and click ovaldoboro (ME)
resulted in seven documents. Clickw to find additional details about the record: Geographical locations,
personal names, signature type, subjéctample:

Vol. 15A. Emigrants, 16531774 Recordgelating to norEnglish settlers of the Massachusetts Bay area.
Finding aids: card catalogue, table of contents [case abstracts], namenioidlexrid].

[Two database process: 1. Search MSAC; 2. Browse to\Re&dmilySearclorg]

A VOLUME ABSTRACT. vol. 15A Image 264 of 1068pp. 240242a. Petition from [18]Germans, at Broad
Bay for assistancéMay 13 1754ReECORDImMages 886889.

A MSAC SEARCHABSTRACTBELOW. fiTranslated the ii Juin i754: by John Erndgtichel,some time ago,
Secretary to Sever al i mperial Commi ssions in Ge

Stahlprovides a full transcription and analysis of this documenages199-200.

view

Date TRANSLATION OF A PETITION TO GOV. SHIRLEY FROM GERMAN SETTLERS AT Vol. Pg.
06-11- BROADBAY ( WALDOBOROUGH, ME ) REQUESTING RELIEF FOR PROVISIONS 15A 240
1754 AND WEAPONS FOR GARRISONS IN THE EVENT OF ATTACK BY INDIANS.

Geographical Location ROMINGER, DAVID Transcript
WALDOBORO (ME SEITZ, LAURENTIUS Transcript
f 1 SHIRLEY, WILLIAM

Name (23) Signature (SCHIRLEY)

Type TREUPEL, CONRAD Transcript
DEIS, JACOB Transcript ULMER, JOHANNES Transcript
DEMUTH, JOHANNES Transcript ULMER, JOHANNES Transcript
HEINRICH (DIMUTH) MARTIN
DOCHTERMAN, PAULUS  Transcript ULMER, JOHN JACOB Transcript
EISELE, FRANTZ Transcript VOGLER, PHILIP Transcript
JUNG, VALENTIN Transcript WALDO, SAMUEL
KNOCHEL, JOHN Transcript WOHLZ, JACOB Transcript
ERNEST (WALTZ)
LAUER, JACOB (LAUR) Transcript . .
LORSCH, CASMIR Transcript Subjects
(LOSCH) GARRISONS
REISER, JOHANNES Transcript GERMANS
MARTIN HOSTILITIES
REMELLEE, MATHEUS Transcript INDIANS
(RINNELL) . POOR RELIEF
RENER, PHILIP Transcript
(RINNER)
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http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ArchivesSearch/RevolutionaryDetail.aspx?rec=YD2DwAmhqb6whHxkXYyk16sNiwnmfJT2goHyEgTPF1Y%3d
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ArchivesSearch/RevolutionaryDetail.aspx?rec=YD2DwAmhqb6whHxkXYyk113AHs4VYTU4QiGfRy92yv0%3d

SEARCHABLE EQUALS A TwWO DATABASE PROCESS
A SearcH by using(http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ArchivesSearch/RevolutionarySearch.aspx
There are two ways to accdsamilySearch.orgo READ therecord:
1) Digital Records at the Massachusettdé&tachives
(https://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcdigitalrecords/digitalrecordsidx.htm
Volumes 1239 Link: FamilySearctorg, MSAC colonial period, 1622788
(https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1055547?availability=Family%20History%20Library
Volumes 246328 Link: FamilySearclorg, MSAC colonial postcolonial, 16261806.
(https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1050952?availability=Family%20History%200ibrary
2) READ RECORD, Petitionon 6-11-1754 go to(https://www.familysearch.ojgandset up dree
account You can be logged in for two weeks.
Log-into FAMILYSEARCHORG and click onSearchand scroll down t&€atalogand click,
Search ByClick onTitle. Type Massachusetts State Archij@avidAllenL a mber t 6 s post p
website too]
Result = 5: Click orMassachusetts State Archives collection, colonial perie22-1788
Example: Click orDigital Film (DGS) 00r702895= vol. 14,vol. 15A.
BeginBrOwsINGto find therecord.

> D> >

l tds common that thereds .infindtleebeégimang of thefém by sclolingh@dowm n
the page with multiple images. Usually the volume order follows:

1) Abstract of Case®) Surname Indexbothstate thgpage numbejs3) Records. NexgrowsEto find the

page numbecorresponding witltherecordy o u feeking In this examplehe entire volume 15A isn the

same film.As | browse, | keep a record of the beginning image making it more efficient and effectvifer
searches. In additiothe surname index is helpful for discovernedpted records since the case abstracts do not
necessarily provide personal and place names. ExarD@& 0077028951068I mages.

Image 251BEGINS, vol. 15A

Image 254 ABSTRACT OFCASES | looked at every image &o SURNAME INDEX.

Image 2@, Index 2a.German EmigrantsAbstractof Cases (10), pp. 11548.

Image 262, Opposite pagemigrants etc. cont., 175P754; Abstract of Cases. (16), pp. 12288.

Image 266 Emigrants etc. cont 178U774;Abstract of Cases

Image 269RECORDS

K NOWLEDGE OF HISTORY HELPS

From my own experiencehe longer | browsiévol. 15A, searchablevia Massachusetts Archivdsr the record

on page 240 abovthe more | discoveredumerous related abstracts {that did not show up in the search
results. The common denominator, subf@éetmansThis demonstrates the need to know the history of the area
to increase the possibility of uncovering desired records by usiagedy of searchcriteria
(www.sec.state.ma.us/ArchivesSearch/Revolutionary Search.aspx

To BROWSE, GO STRAIGHT To FAMILY SEARCH

Pick a time period or topic tarowse These documents are mainly Massachusetts and Maine (Statehood 1820)
However, many include other British territories. ExampleBrofvse only via FamilySearairg:
A Volume 38A Journals, 16951767:Various narrative journals, mostly relating to militagpsting
expeditions and encounters with native Americans.
A Volume 57 Letter Books, 16381779 Letter books with copies of correspondence of private individuals,
the House of Representatives (17I7A476), and members of tB®ard of War regarding the Penobscot
Expedition (1779).
A Volume 75:Military, 1755-1756:Records of the Massachusetts Bay gowent relating to military
concerns stemming from the French and Indian War (17%8) and especially the Crown Point
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http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ArchivesSearch/RevolutionarySearch.aspx
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcdigitalrecords/digitalrecordsidx.htm
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1055547?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1050952?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1055547
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ArchivesSearch/Revolutionary%20Search.aspx

expedition of 1755ABSTRACT. Image 1006 of 1739, pp. 2@ Petition ofinhabitants of Broad Bay
(mostly Germans) asking for a guardpimtect the settlement from the depredation of the Indians (130
names). Mar 10, 175GRecorDimage 1593.

DGS Film 007703419; 1739 Images

Image 986 of 1738EGINS, vol. 758

Image 987 of 173ABSTRACT OFCASES

DGS Film 007741%nds withRECORDp. 338.

Image 1043 of 173BURNAME INDEX, DGS Film 0077419.

Image 1079 of 173Recorms, DGS Film 0077419.

DGS Film 0077420; 1399 Images.

Image 4 & 10 of 13990l. 75continued.

Image 17 of 1399RECORDp. 338.

HISTORICAL REMINDER :

Most of ourBroad Bay ancestors arrived on one of four ships from -IL743

According to Whitaker & Horlacheii On  t he f ol | o wi ntreepastially reqorestsusteshmeg e r
complete], 807 individual® and 160 families were
This analysis tedl us that roughly 81% of family heads signed the petition of March 10, 1756; not accounting
for additions and subtractions of families during the time period of-17%8.

1. Lydia, 24 Sept 1742 (Marblehead, MAJapt James Abercrombi

2. Priscilla, 9 Nov 1751 (Boston, MA), CapBrown.!!

3. St. Andrew19 Sept 1752 (Boston, MADct 1752 (Broad Bay, ME ag. Alexander Hood?

4. Elisabethabout 8 Oct 1753 (Broad Bayjapt Pendock Neal&?

~——— ~———— ~—~ ~—~ ~ ~———————~—

14Broad Bay Settlers Petition March 1756 [Cover page, image 1596]

The

Humble Petlition
of
TheettlersBofoaB ay
to hikxcellebfllian&ny ESgLap
CenerathdDver
in and ovalibges

tygorovince of the
M afsachusettsBay
inlN evengland and
to hibd ajestydoRe
Councill
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TheHumblePetitionto His ExcellencyWilliam Shirly Esg-CaptainGenerall
andGovernor, in and Over his Majestl¥ovince of the M&sachusett8ay in New England,
and to hisvajestysHore Councill, of theSettlers at Broad Bay

Swewed’ [Showed]

That Your Humble Petitionersreturn their Humble Thanks , f&four Excellencys, and our Hor¥® Fatherly
providing a protetton, for us poor and disfsed people in the Year gase onely are very vary , th¥our

Good inclination, did noprove toY Our expectation, and to our Easégsp]
We petitioned last sumérin Your ~ Excellencysabsence, to his . Hn
the liftenant Governozandtheir Hon® were pleased to grdmuis themos wish full Answer, that there were

two Compangs appointed, the One & Georges, the othet &heapscott, tprotect our Place; but the latter
being all most at the very same time order an nother march, ah@Gab®es refused coming here, ( saying

they must protect the Garrisons at their Places so we were in Ieftfisn,e@id desolute; at the tine of most
distrefs, a nd prevented tchearYOUrE x ¢ e | | e nYoéiryHor® Fathenydispose tion, and Goodfse

We are very sorry to be obliged, to TrouMeur Excellency, andY our Hon™ ones more, with
our Humbly Prayers, to be Pleased to the Barbarity of the Enemy, what we have suffered all ready, and what
may be the Consequence the future, !Geergeg andalltthee | a
inhabitants there, waand are under pay now in the Ford, & most of them that are not are moved of this
likewise

268
being one of the Considerablest Settlements in the Eastern parts, but so newly Settled, that we ardsyet helple

and obliged to Labour on Our Farms, or to $&asur Famelys, which are Daily increasing, where trough we
expose our self to the common Enemy.

We thereford”ray Y our Excellys andY our Hor¥® for someProtectionfor the Future.to inable
us, to improve our Farms in Savety, which might be diynputting a Number of People in Pay, to protect the
rest or by raising a marching Company at this Place , which would preveunirtloef @ promising, and Useful

Settlement to thidation , and the destruction of a vasimber of distrésedPeople.
Wethere fore have sent our Capwait onYour ExcellencyandYour Horffor Y our
mostGrateful Answerand we will inDuty bound for everPray

Broad Bayl(" march 1756 CEIEifSﬂﬁFissner]

130SIGNATURES; VoL. 75.DGSFiLM 007703419RECORD IMAGE S 1593-1596.

Can you find your ancestorodés signature?

SUGGESTION Try usingBurketf>and Whitaker & Horlaché? ship passenger listto help figure out who

couldd vsegned the petitionf 10 March 1756, and to decipher the name.

Transcribed by Tracie Gross Ott, O&D, 2019

This transcription is my interpretation of the handwritten record, emphasizing transcribing the exact spelling c
words and names, punctuation, gaps betvieend in the format, and symbols.

1 Thecover page: | useiFrench ScripbMT o d e mosn e th@nawriting style.iFar ease of
reading, the remaining transcription is New Times Roman.

1 Another interesting observatigihroughout Leisn e r ~ w¥outkosion @ ar ger
T His use of fAFatherlyo reflects a society of f
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1 Looking at the original, Lesm e r 0 s
o fivisFrench Sctéptei t her barely crossed or not at

o ASO0O i n AShewedOo,abosge the rest of theword;sdecdrativeaey casdisoin
the word fimosto is written sideways as wel
o Long fisdo in BFwhaisco heolisMModier msshand i

PAGE 268

0 /P}?C( aang/é% %ﬂ“/// f""’ 1

A a,u L’ a,u[(’?

2 3//"74’% ” »;M-}C
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Contact me with any questiorisacott@comcast.net

OBBFHA Web Links and Contacts:
The OId Broad Bay Family History Association, on the \&elvww.obbfha.org
Editorial comments & queries tonkriso@gmail.com
Visit the OBBFHA Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/waldoboromaineancestors

Waldoboro Shipping History Kiosk
(Pictured below)
The Waldoborough Historical Society
Early History

Wal doboroés first recorded shipbuilder was John
talents: schoolteacher, preacher, soldegtbuilder and land speculator. It is believed that shipbuilding began
around 1767 for, in 1771, Ulmer built a brig of 150 tons which was calledh&ee HeroNo doubt other
vessels were built in the Ulmer yard, same site as the Clark yard, on the east side of the river behind what is
the Samson Block or home of the Community Pharmacy. Another famous top sail scho@neathBaywas

built here beforehte Revolution. Throughout the Revolution, Captain George Demuth Smouse built schoone!
and carried on West Indies trade. His shipbuilding was carried out on the west side of the Medomak close to

present bridge and site later of the Fish Yard andithe§t s ai | l of t . Smouseds t
and provided the local inhabitants a profitable way to send their goods out into the world and a source of nee
supplies which they bartered at S moewmmranitse towr; leemwas.
in the words of Dr. Jasper Stahl, Athe most vent
it he wealthiest widow in town. o
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https://www.familysearch.org/%20search/catalog/%201050952?availability
https://www.familysearch.org/%20search/catalog/%201050952?availability
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arccol/colmac.htm#1780
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arccol/colidx.htm
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9YT-3DW1?mode=
mailto:tracott@comcast.net
http://www.obbfha.org/
https://www.facebook.com/waldoboromaineancestors

Waldoboro Shipbuilding Develops and Diminishes

From the | aearlly0086606s,tWal doboro was a major st

sailing vessels were built within I mile of the
it is believed that approximately 22 yards existedbothn sides of the river.
The most common type of vessel built here was th

to carry bulk cargoes such as wood to be exported from local ports to large cities on the east coast. Schoc
operatedike the trailer trucks of todaly traveling back and forth, up and down the coast and often rarely going
out of sight of land while making many trips a year. From 188@0 there were 12 schooners, 11 of which were
built locally that ran regularly betwea Waldoboro and Boston.

Other types of vessels built here were brigs, ships, barks, barkentines, brigantines and sloops. Many of the lar:
primarily the ships, were sold to prominent firms who used them in trade to faraway places such as Eurape, Afr
Asia, and Australia. The second half of the century found larger and larger crafts produced. In 1841, Jos
Clark built theDesdemonat 625 tons the largest built until he built tharoline and Mary Clarkat 800 tons in
1849. Then in 1854, B.B. Hiall and Co. launched the sHip Wilder Farleyo f 13 00 t o n 3oseph CI
Clarki n i n 1856 was measured at 130 8Hamdtonsishoutstrippedtith e
at 1628 tons. Edwi n O. MabehGlakk,1661 tors mn p870 A.R.sRead jn 1884 |
completed th&eorge Curtisof 1745 tons. She remained the largest of all until the Palmer Schooner Fleet buil
by George Welt and measuring from 2075 to 2400 tons created frorL29@0

Because of the shypilding industry, the peak years in Waldoboro were from 184860 when 225 vessels were
built, and the town enjoyed its height in a recorded population of 4569. For the town, the fortunes of shipbuildi
were great. Totals: 21 in 1850; 23 in 1849 a@di@ 1848 by the following firms: Thomas Gay, Reed & Welt,
J.R. Groton, Wm. Fish, Vannah & Hall, Henry Kennedy, Genthner and Morse, Harriman, Samuel Nash, M.|
Rawson, Robert Miller, William Welt, Jacob Hahn, Joseph Clark, Edwin Achorn, George Spraubnyn
Castner, Fred Creamer, John Levensaler and Alfred Storer.

By 1853, Waldoboro had become the name place in a customs district that stretched from Bristol to Thomas
and produced 23% of the total tonnag#0,453i from the State of Maine and wasead only to the district of
Bath. This was far more than the districts of Portland, Belfast, and Wiscasset combined. The village itself we
busy, thriving place with many stores, hotels, large homes and a bustling waterfront. Vessels appeared fi
dovnri ver daily to drop off and pick up cargoes.
and irons could be clearly heard by the traveler entering the outskirts of the town. Prosperity was to contir
t hrough t he 185 fomnghe Cidlwarfare thengy@adoallyvdedirte.

Along with the small schooners being produced on a fairly regular basis, Waldoboro also was the birthplace «
number of large full rigged ships. The firms of Joseph Clark, Reed & Welt, Henry Kennedy, 3¢ineoner,

B.L. Harriman, Edwin Achorn (who built two of the three true clipper ships), Comery, B.B. Haskell, Jame
Hovey, and Edwin O. Clark were all responsible for vessels of over 700 tons. People wonder how vessels of s
great size could ever be bwand launched within the narrow confines of our village waterfront. However, as in
many Maine towns, the financial rewards of building a vessel were so potentially high, often paying for itself
the first voyage, could be endured.

Towardstheendoféth 180006s and the early 19006s, the | arge
the last part of the wooden sailing ships industry. In 1881, Storer buihavernor Ames the first five masted
schooner in Mainé& and then followed the PalmE&teet. With the costs of labor and materials and the rushing
and ever improving steamship, wooden shipbuilding came to an end and the prosperity of the kind enjoyed
most of the populace in Waldoboro during the middle years of thedriury was neveseen again.

In 1900, William F. Palmer of Boston contracted locally for his six mammotinfi@sted schooners. The smallest
was thePaul Palmer larger than any vessel previously built in the town, and the largest ever constructed on tt
Medomak River, t Harwood Palmerof 2400 tons. George L. Welt, nephew of major shipbuilder Augustus
Welt, was in charge of the construction of this flé&nnie, Baker, Paul, Dorothy, Singleton, & Harwody

1904, the last of the schooners was in the water, and itlhasea

After a lapse of 40 years, with World War Il came a need for all types of vessels and The Waldoboro Shipy:
was begun in May 1942 by the Cooney family. The old Reed & Welt yard and two adjacent sites south we
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acquired by the corporation led Barroll T. Cooney, Sr., Carroll T. Cooney, Jr. Russell S. Cooney and Stuart
Hemingway. General Manager was Carroll T. Jr.; Master builder, Frank B. Day; Yard Superintendent al
Draftsman Scott Carter succeeded Day in peace time. At the height of warimehlere employed. Harbor
tugs, draggers and yachts were built, the largest of which was the deatjireand Lillian Seventeen vessels
were built between October 1942 and September 1945.

The value of the MedomdRiver has been brought before the citizens of Waldoboro primarily through the efforts
of those who form the working waterfront individuals many of whom utilize the two landings that the towr
supports. Their work to show the importance of the river haketinee value of this site on the Medomak increase
in the eyes of the citizenry.

-Sources for this i nfWaldoboaotand®llBroddBay Mas pheBi Stabbédswritings |
Soci et y 6 WWaldobocolShips ansl Shijuilding.

The Waldoboro Historical Society has shared the responsibility for
the kiosk for the past twenty years with the Waldoboro Garden
Club. The town recently updated the Town Landing so both groups
got busy on beautification. More to do next yé&awllaboration gets
things done.

Pictured are Trustees: Eric Norden, Roy Hatch and Bill Maxwell

Photos on the Kiosk

Carrie Clark Fannie Palmer

Ida C. Southrd Waldoboro-Maine Shipyard Willie Reed

Masthead: Shipbuilding in Waldoboro

1’
VETERANS DAY

A Wal do b o rl8m&ths galendars 2029 are still for sale.
Is a great gift! Order WH Society, PO Box 110, Waldoboro, ME 0457
$10 each plus $3 for mailing
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